
Today’s Class:
Challenges for the Modern Church

• Some charts and statistics
– Church declines overseas
– Views of God
– Christian attitudes and activities

• The challenges we face
– Personal challenges
– Challenges to Christians generally
– Challenges to the churches (generally)



http://www.cra.org.au/pages/00000063.cgi

Decline in Church Participation in the United Kingdom



From: American Piety in the 21st Century: new Insights to the Depth and Complexity of Religion in the US. Selected findings
from the Baylor Religion Survey

Differing Views of God



Why does it matter how
you view God? 

From: American Piety in the 21st Century:
new Insights to the Depth and Complexity
of Religion in the US. Selected findings
from the Baylor Religion Survey



Americans generally claim to be
Christians, but are they committed?

From: The State of the Church 2006: A Report by George Barna.



How many believe the Bible?

From: The State of the Church 2006: A Report by George Barna.



How many are “evangelical”?

From: The State of the Church 2006: A
Report by George Barna.



How many do “Christian activities”?

From: The State of the Church
2006: A Report by George Barna.



Why do churches have money problems?

From: The State of the Church 2006: A
Report by George Barna.



What are our personal challenges?



What are the challenges for
Christians generally?



What are the challenges for the
churches?



Next two weeks

• Next week, 19 November
– “The present and future of EGCC.” Led by

the EGCC elders (Doug and others)

• Thanksgiving week, 26 November
– No class. Join Larry and Dan’s class as they

wrap up the 3-month series.


